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WINTER MANAGEMENT OF SALT LAND
By T. C. STONEMAN, Research Officer, Soils Division
ITH the emergence of crops, many farmers will again be seeing bare patches or
W
thin stands of cereals due to salt accumulation. Would these areas be better
left out of cultivation, or should they have been planted to saltbush and bluebush?
When treating salt land there are three
basic steps which should be followed:
• Fencing.
• Cultivation.
• Seeding.
FENCING
All salt-affected areas, except those only
slightly affected or of awkward shapes
such as along the sides of creeks, should
be fenced out. This enables these areas
to receive separate and lighter grazing
than the adjacent unaffected areas.

Thought should be given to fencing out
the salt-affected areas in the crop. The
problem areas will then be ready to treat
next season.
CULTIVATION
Both experience and experiment have
shown that it is dangerous to fallow land
that is either salt-affected or potentially
so. Potentially salt-affected areas include
all soils known to be underlain by a watertable at less than six feet, and certain
soils of the outer wheatbelt with very
salty subsoil and no watertable. Examples

Grazing control Is the first consideration when fencing salt affected areas. The fence shown in the photograph
serves little useful purpose. If It was redesigned to divide the salt affected land from sound land, better use
could be made of the salt area by establishing productive salt tolerant perennials
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of these soils are the powdery or fluffy
morrel soils.
Fallowing is undesirable because it
eliminates plant growth—and by so doing
it increases the possibility of salt rising to
the soil surface during the spring months.
Farmers who have to prepare fallow this
winter should keep in mind the disadvantage of fallow on salt-affected and
potentially salt-affected areas.
Autumn cultivation, as distinct from
fallowing, is generally good treatment for
salt-affected land. Here, the aims of cultivation are threefold—
(1) To break up the surface of the
soil to allow early winter rains to
soak in.
This leaches the salt
down into the soil, leaving a
relatively salt-free layer at the
surface for germinating seeds.
(2) To roughen the soil surface so
that windblown seeds may be
trapped on the problem area during the summer.
(3) Autumn cultivation must never be
done after the volunteer plants
have germinated. It should be an
early cultivation to give a rough
surface without killing any weeds.

should be planted as a scratched-in crop.
Oats, barley and cereal rye are more salttolerant than wheat.
Areas too severely affected to be sown
with cereals should be sown to salt-tolerant
perennial plants. Bluebush, Old Man Saltbush and Creeping Saltbush are available
commercially and have been sown by many
farmers in the wheatbelt with considerable
success.
It would be a good idea to plan next
year's seed requirements for your salt land
now, and place your order early.

SEEDING

If in doubt about how to tackle a salt
problem, ask your local agricultural
adviser.

What to Sow
Slightly affected land should grow
cereals with early Wimmera ryegrass. This

•

•

Salt-affected areas and potentially
affected areas should not be
fallowed.

•

Decide what plants to establish on
the areas next year and place an
order now.

—from an A.B.C. Radio Talk.
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Silos

LYSAGHT
Get in
touch
with

IN BRIEF
Now is a good time to give some
thought to the fencing of saltaffected country. Until these areas
are fenced off attempts to improve
them will not be successful.
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This low cost
LYSAGHT GRAIN AUGER
fills J your silos cheaper
than ever before
3 POPULAR SIZES
21 FT

£105

26 FT

£119

31 FT..

£125

(EX FREMANTLE STORE)

SUPPLIED COMPLETE WITH 8 BUSHEL
BUILT-IN HOPPER

FEATURES
•

Suits all Lysaght Silos in the 1,200 b.
t o 3,700 b. range.

It will pay you immediate and lasting dividends to
investigate this new Auger, especially developed for
use with Lysaght Silos. With oats particularly, the
Auger is faster and more economical than bag handling.
Operates by flat belt drive from tractor — and the
tractor is very easily positioned. Easily assembled !
Designed to fill a Silo battery from one position
AUGER S E L E C T I O N

TABLE

•

No maintenance — all bearings sealed.

•

Flat Belt Drive . . . pulley supplied.

•

Complete ready for attachment of belt
. . . guide rollers for belt provided.

• Designed to fill Silo from centre of roof
— enabling maximum capacity to be
obtained.
• Exceptionally easy to assemble and erect.

SILO CAPACITY IN BUSHELS
SILO ERECTED
Without Earth Ring
With Earth Ring ..

£
R B

°- -

1,200

2.000

3.100

11 It.
21 ft.

26 ft.
26 ft.

26 ft.
26 ft.

|

3.700
26 ft.
31 ft.

• Chute tubes are telescopic; cleaning
doors provided in hopper.

JOHN LYSACHT (AUSTRALIA) LIMITED
8 Pakenham Street, Fremantle
Picas* mention the "Journal of Agriculture ol W.A.." when writing to advartiters

A45RW

Journal of Agriculture Vol 3 No 8, 1962

Don't JUST DIP'
IMPROVE YOUR CLIP
with T O P C L I P
SHEEP DIP
Thousands of Graziers are changing over
to TOPCLIP — the sheep dip that aims to
improve the wool clip and to actually
increase that wool cheque!
Why not give your clip a boost this year by
insisting on TOPCLIP Dip?

TOPCLIP . . .
the easy way to use LIQUID DIP
TOPCLIP can be used with equal effectiveness in
PLUNGE DIPS • SPRAY RACES • SHOWER
DIPS or by THE CONSTANT REPLENISHMENT
METHOD.

T O P C L I P - SCALD FREE - SAFE - KILLS LICE AND KED
Manufactured

AGSERV

by

INDUSTRIES PTY. LIMITED
West Australian

Distributors:

BARROW LINTON PTY. LTD.
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